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Mac Tse Tunc at the Wilderness Tavern

| . _
Wita lapo_ogies (and cratizuce) to the »laywrigat Steve Martin
whose play Picasso at tae Tapine Agile, an i1maglinary conversaction
between Pan_o Picasso and Albert Einstein in a Paris osar in 1904,

was the insviration Zor this paver

P_ace: Tae Wilderness Tavern, somewhere in Virginlia
Daze 2.5 Avril 1865
Time |, 6:00 2 M.

|
'
'
|

The scene opens with two ethereal cent_emen seated at a corner

tas_e 1n a dar< anc dingy -9 Century Virginia tavern. There 1is
a oartender (wa0 <eeDs Oringlnc tTie customers _arge craits o
-oca_| a_e' »out taere are no otaer customers. Eaca zas_e nas a
sinc_e cancle that 1s Zlickering in tae cold night air taat 1s
cominc throuca the cracks 1in tae old wooden walls t 1is
unseasonasly co’_c Zor a sprinc evening in soutiern Vircinia Az

“he only occupiec zanle sits the stately and imperious Carl wvon
C_ausewitz who nas oeen deac ZIor 34 years and tae 1intense and
a_oof Mac Tse Tung who will be onorn in 28 vyears As tne scene
opens, it 1s clear Zrom taeir expressions anc loud voices taat
tne two c¢entlemen nave odeen arcuinc

Mao Tse Tung . _et's caange tae suo-ect pvefore ztThis discussion
turns violent And, let's Zface 1t, we bota <now sometaing aonout
v1olqnce You wi_l never convince me that war 1s a varadoxical
trinity since I aZready <now tnat war has a dual nature

Obvious_y, you aaven't stuciec your dialectics very well And

you cal’ yourselZ German You must have nad a nad education

Carl \von Clausewitz O<ay, this once you win Anc since Z've
had one near- attack a_ready, I've 2deen :told to keep my bloocd
oressure under control Tere 1s a _ess contenticus suoject

military cenius - see 1t 1n three--sorry--I see 1t's having
multiole aspects A military genius must nave an outstanding
temperament anc an cutstanding intellect anc taese
cnharacteristics must oe directec zowards military success 7

as in Victory.

Mao Zf not »roZound, at least 1interestinc Since I wi__
eventua__y reac and criticue your 1i1deas, _et's start now Tel_
me adout chese cualities and I'll tell you whether I agree with
you. Not that I expect o caance your mind but i1t's a cood
menta_. exercise for me. I have the Zeelincg that I am going to de
starved Zor intel_ectual stimulation during my so-callec Zarly
Years
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Clausewitz A_richt Z'1]l becin wita Temperament wiaich 1s your
vsyche, that inner p_ace where values and caaracter reside. Your

temperament 1ncludes several qualizies and I'll start wita tae
one ca__ed "boldness" onecause 1t 1s tae IZirst drerequlislite o tae
creat military leader.® 1It's the ability o proceed towards your
coa’ desvite all tae dangers 1n your way It's staying ztne
course as cirectly and Zorcefully as possiole Given tae
vio_ence, chaos, suffering, uncertainty and dancer oz

warZighting, can you 1imagine a creat commander withou:t bo_dness?
t

Mao: Abso_utely not. I always zaugat my so_diers taat zthere
will »oe no victory witaout courage 1n oattle and that taey must
asave " no fear oI sacrifice, no fear o fazticue and conzinuous
Zightinc " But tae commander xrecuires more virtues than his
phgele)el- Certainly, <the commancer must nave a__ <Tae oasic
mi_itlary virzues (e g , physical strengta, courage) out e also
needs the determination to "press on" desvite the narcships and
setoacks Z cid not always win every oattle i1n my career osu: =

"stayed the course" and I believe tTaat I eventua_.ly won the war
against the imveria_ists _ nope there are Americans listeninc

t
Clausewitz Yayoe tals isn't so surprising out tae higaer up in

tae milizary ran<s vyou go, the _ess vou witness oo_dness
Generals are genera_ly a cautious 1lot which 1s why so few
generals are true aeroes

[

Mao On this - can agcree wita you wioleaearted.y. Zt 1sn't

meant for every man to rise to tae too oI his nation and/or 1its
army n my case I think I will never stop striving to lead
Caina to a socia_ist utopia and that will mean ztakinc some
consicerable risks vis-a-vis tae Russilans anc tae Americans One
thing Taat gives me conZicence and enaances my boldness 1s that =

always feel - have tae people, the army anc zae party behinc me

3

and with me ° Taey wou_d do anythinc for me, inclucing fichting
to the deatza (Startles Clausewitz Dy bounding cn the taole )

They <now I am never afraid o Zfailure nor deata. “hey know =
took on the Xuomintang ear_y 1n my career and naave never stooped
Zigating Zor them anc leading by example My life will ever be
one strugcle afzer another

Clausewitz Courage 1s related Zo oo_cdness in Zaat 1T 18 also an
anticote to dancer Al” soldiers, whatever their rank, mus= nave
basic courace But tnere 1s another kinc of courage taat is
required oI the commancer Tais 1s the courage to accent
responsisility

| - - -
Mao: Got 1! Zven as a young man, I organizec local rebellions

in tae Hunan »rovince. And 1f you glance at my curriculum vitae,
you will see that I continue to seek and accep:t more and more
resoonsibility In 1946 - will <axe direct command of the
Cainese Communist Party's milizary Zorces and 1in 1949 I will
oDecome Caairman of the Chinese Communist Party. Zf taere were a

(]



|
I

more resvonsib_e -oon that afZected the lives of more vpeovle,
canno:- 1magline 1t

Clausewitz. Z taink I am deteczinc a bit of =Zgo aere. Too »nac

Freud can't -oin us. He would have a field day with vyour
re_ationshid wita your parents anc your first so-ca’_led marriage
Buz I dicress And, please, don't be offenced by my =Zgo comment
There' 1s nothing wrong with Zgo or ambition i1in a mi_itary cenius
n fact, desirincg Zame and honor and rising above tae competizion
maniZests 1tself 1n an 1incredible thirst Zor <now_ecge adout
warfare which can on_y Zurther tae Clause, er, cause

Mao I nave never hicdden my amoizion 3ut way am I gettinc tae
feellpg taaz 1f I nad been bHorn a century earlier, you woulc aave
writzen about me rather than aosout Napoleon? I certainly mace

fewer critica_ mista<es than ne dic
|

Clausewitz Xobocly's perfect. And 1n war esveclia..y taere are
-a1ncs oeyonc even tae military genius' contro. TaereZore, zae
military cenius must control those tTaings tha:t he can Anove
a__, he must contro_. himsel:= Z consider se_f-contro_ " tae
o Rulvel bf keeoing ca_m under the greatest stress "*

Mao Sudden_y, I am "Four Zor Four " My family, my biocravaers,

my friends and even my enemies wi_l a’l tell vyou that I was
a_ways a vpatient, drucdent anc pragmatlic man wio <edt 21s emotions
subservient to and contro_led oy his minc Waat's next?

Clausewitz: et me acd one more 1n Tae temderament croud and
then we'Zll turn to the i1inte’’ect Dbecause - don't wan:t -O De aerse
when tae sun comes up. There's a key atiribute ca_led caaracter

anc 1:t's Zound in tacse who stic< to their convictions °

Mao Wonderful! Here's where I get to zal< about the sacrifices
Z enqured Zor tae sake oI my convictions For examop_e, I was
~1ving 1n tae uncercround Zor twenty-two years after fleeing Zrom
the government's army 1in 1927 with my »poorly armed trooos

During the Autumn Harvest Tprisinc all Zour oI my regiments wi__
be cestroyec.?® I strucgled wita Chaing Kai-Sae<, Iin 2iao,
Japan, tae Soviet Union and the Unized States--ancd this 1s the
Short Zaszt.

|
One other thinc: oeinc a oragmatist, I never douontec zTaa:z "The
Znd justiZies the Means " Z experimented wita ciZferen: means
out I never lost sight oZ the ultimate End, ztae creation of a
socialist utopila oased on the vprinciples of Marxism I had tae
courace oI my convictions for sixty years

Clausewitz Now, the otaner ingrecient 1n my mi_itary c<enius

recipe 1s outstancing intel_ect anc 1t has several asvec:s
-udgment, 1insight (or quick recognition of a truth), oresence oZ

[¥¥ )



miné ' (or tae ability of deal with tae unexpectecd), vision and

inquisitiveness. Take your vick

|
I
Mao Let me start wita wvision. My sTrategic wvision was

suszained for sixty vears I never ceviated from my oelieZ taat
I cou_d ada»dt the principles of Marxism-Leninism to a _arce,
rura_ semi-colonia’l nazion like China and that I coulcd rally the
peop-_e, esveclal_y The peasants, ToO support my 1ceas. On certain
~aings - was willing to be f_exible I understood taat tae
peasants would be zthe solciers oI our revo_ution and tae
oro_etariat would oe <the leaders.’ IZ otaer communists think
taat ‘'Z overemphasized zZae veasantry, that's too oad. For I am
not asaamed o be one of -hem. Once a peasant, a_ways a veasant

Clausewitz The military cenius must nave a sense of locality
Would you say taat you have a hicaly developecd sense of vlace?

Mao- Z do not wan:t to bore you wita all that I aave written

'

about' onases areas out I must orag asout aow vercedtive I was 1in
grounglng revo_utionary activity within the defensive verimeter
oI Tiae Dopase area I nave app-_i1ed Marxism to so_ve military
oroolems ". ancd the most essential Taing in Marxism 1S tae
concrete ana’ysis of conditions."® I believe taat know_edce of
the terrain 1s essentia- 1n warfightinc and one o tae reasons
way my fo_lowers anc - aave o2een so successful 1in Zicatinc
conventional warriors _ike tae Frenca anc tae Americans 1s taat
we cpunterec Wwlta cuerrilla anc mobile zactics taat turned
geocraphy into a weaDorn.

To my sense oI Dplace, I would Zi<ke to add my sense of time ~o
achieve veace, tnere 1s no _imit on Time You saou’c acd a sense
oI time to your criteria

Clausewitz Too _ate 3ut what about presence of maincd? Wi_l
you be aos_e o deal witn the unexpected?
t

Mao | I tain< I demonstrated tha: over and over acain. I am a
very patient and flexible man I recocgnize that war i1s filled
wita uncertalnties anc sudden, even 1mpronable, events 3ut ocne
must Dpersevere anc work zhrougn these caallenges Z nave viewed
war 1n taree oaslc stages first, there's oropaganda anc
terrorism, taen cuerrilla tactics and Zinally, Zull-scale war
Unexpectecd taings can aapoen 1n each stace 7o me, war 1s
eminently comorehensib_e, even mundane A_thouch war 1s riZe
wizh uncertainty, 1T 1s something we, or at least I, can contro.
as an uncerstandan’e socia. phenomenon. That 1s way I soend so
much Z“ime studyinc war anc fine-tuninc my i1deas about it
|
Clausewitz Anc do you <zaink you anave an 1lnguirinc minc?

Readers wi__ want to <now.



Maoc | I'_l read your work, won'c I. (Laughs to himself ) Waen

was 1n my teens and 20's, I was a voracious readexr - even
wor<ed 1in a Zibrary in Peking. I'_1l devour Darwin anc Marx and
Encels and otaer so-callec Western thinkers oecause - want to
learn; as much as I can. As I matured, I was always wi_._1ing to

_i1stenh Zo others, Zor examdle, Deng Xiaovdinc and Zhou =na_1

Z taink zthere were vecp_e who thought zZaat - was some sort oI
inte__ectua_. who was not very practica’. Tais was not tne case

No decen:t Marxist-Leninist WwOu_C ODecome varalyzed by theory

“deas mus:t serve a cause I was a consistent and conscientious
prooonent of “earning through coing. I was ever the vractica_
anc concrete man of action I don'z know how many times I said
taat "Our caief metaod 1s o learn warZare —arouch warZare "°

Clausewitz Pecple wi__ want to <now the extent to wiaich vyour
“udcment anc intel_ect will have lasting influence on tae aistory
of 1ideas FEow would you cnaracterize your legacy®

Mao Z taink my masor insichts were in four areas Zirst, tae
w1il_ of tne peop.e, second, the relationship between strazegy anc
-~acTics, <Taird, tae b_urrinc oI tae distinction oetween the
voliticac anc tae milizary and Zourza, the oower oz

conzraclictions.

Clausewitz Care to e_aoncrate Wait, I zTain< I'_L neec anozaer
a_e 3artender, two more a_es, Dlease Your throat must ose dry
I <new you were c¢olng o write volumes so I saculc have exvected
you wou_d have a lot o say as well

Mao ' You weren't exacI_y tae most succinct writer I ever read
eltaer 3ut I'm not nere to criticize “ae will oI tne peov.e
1S easy to exp_ain From whaTt otaer source wou_C a Do_1itilca_ or
mi_itary organization derive 1ts vower” The Deocvle's will
cetermines the war's fate anc tae country's Zate * Let me cucte
myse_Z "Tae richest source of opower to wace war _i1es 1in tae

masses oZ the veople "™

|
Clausewitz Mayobe your veople's wil_ 1s akin to my vassion oF
~ae vsop_e

] -~ -
Mao T"hat crossec my mind. I once commented that "Taere 1s cdry
wooC. scattered al_ over China which will Zlare up " and " .tae
forest will continue to provide woodl."'? Suca an 1ncenclary

event surely relies on the passion oZ tae people

Clausewitz. Wil_ you ciscuss stratecy anc tactics nexz or saa_’
we order some foed first? Z zZhink I have hac enough Zood Zor
taougat! Z need some fooc for sustenance 3artender! ~wo

Jenison Specials



Mao I'_1l conzinue until the Zood arrives. I aate to orag out
nave severa_ worthwhile thoughts on stratecy anc zacztics

won'zZ argue wlTa T10Se WwWAC Say my 1lceas are not oricina.
acknowledge zhat my contridution 1s more 1in appylicazion taan
in creazion Let me summarize my basic i1deas. I will c_aim taat
you can cestroy forces that are suvperior on a strategic Zevel as
_ong as you are stronger 1n tactical encacements.” Tae ey 1s
to rea_ize zaat everything eventua’ly breaks up as _ong as you

can Zind 1its wea<ness so one goal of your intelligence cataerers

[ |

1s to Zind tne enemy's weak point I cannot resist cuotinc
myse_f again "AZzhough we are inZferior as a who_e 1in terms oI
numbers), we are aoso_utely superiocr 1n every Dart and every
SpeciZic campalgn As time goes on, we snall oecome suvperior as
a wno_e and eventually wipe out all the enemy "% Z Zike tnae
1dea of ta<ing tae enemy's strategic superiority and turningc 1z
into | "a negative " IZ my <Zroops <een winning batt_es and

campaigns, sudden_y tae enemy 1s wea< and we are sIrong Z see
my troops moving Irom 1nferiority to parity TO superiorlty anc
sudcen_y tne enemy's stratecic superiority 1s meaningless I
nave oZten proc_aimed tTaat "Our stratecy 1s 'Di1iT one acainsT ten'
and dur tactics are 'Di1tT ten against one '"'** Ancd when we D1t
ten acainst one, we are a fully concentratec ZZorce alttingc tae
enemy's wea<est Doint I saoulc »oint out taat my tactics were
aarcly concealec anc taat al_ the enemy nad to do was reac waat -
wrote to make a fair Zicat.

Clausewitz Anc D_ease en_ichten me on ¥your syntaesis cf tae
mi_1tlhry anc the political entities

Mao Some ca’_l i1t "the mi_i1tarization of po_1tics"™ and scme ca’l

1t "tae po_iticization oI tae military " Zitaner way taere 1s no
difference between tae two concepts The army must oce volitical
and t1e politicians must be militaristic or Caina 1S ¢olnc to enc
uD 1n zae Fourth Wor_d. I a_ways thougat of military _eacersaid
as c_oseness to anc mooilization of the masses ** 3u: since tae
oure non-revoluzionary soldier was estranced from the masses, ae
needed ©volitical ecucation 1n order to cet 211m c_ose to tae
veop_= 1e was meant to serve

Z oreacaec vractical (read. survival) zactics, revo_utionary
voou_1sm and Jlocalizec vDolitica_-military Aegemony, whica
reopresentec a new varadigcm Zor Chinese Communism and 1ts army I
was convinced that the Chinese Red Army was " .an armed croup
for carrying out polizical tas<s oI a class nature "' Bu:z taere
was resistance to this i1cCea osecause so_diers nad been taucht Zor

ages to sevarate tnemselves IZrom tThe civilian population I am
very prouc oI tne »sridges - ouilt between our solciers and our
peocv_e.

Clausewitz And 1n my oest Kaa_1il Gibran imitazion, Speak to me

of Coh-radiczions




Mao. - nave _isted a few examples of contradiczions wizhin

cuerri’la warZare- have a »lan anc be Zlexible, carry out
oZfenses 1in a defensive war, carry out patt_es oI cuic< decision
in & orotracted war, have exterior-_ine operations witain
interior-_ine overations.'® These are not antaconistic
contradictions that need to be corrected or reso_ved tarouga
revoluzion Some contradiczions are na-ural and benign Over
time I have listed at least fiZzeen war-relatec contradic-ions,
e ¢ , oZfense anc cefense, advance and retreat, victory and
defeat, vositional war and mobile war, old soldiers anc new
solciers and the regular army and guerri_la Zorces Some

conzradictions can oe _eft alone ou:t not tae one between tae
ovpressor and tae opdyressed.

| - -
Clausewitz Z know you said earlier that I wasn't muca o a

dia’ectician buz, as you can see, my mi_itary cenius 1s, 1in Zact,
a narmonious comoination oI two cualities, i1ntel’igence and moral

|
caaracter or Temoerament And my military cenius 1s not a
—neoretician w0 S1ts arounc a__ cay contemd_atinc war anc
Wrlzilng essays Ze 18 a man of action who succeeds 1n war, tae

u_timate military activity

t

Mao ' I cou_d not acree more I read a Lot anc wrote a lot out
1t was a_l cirected towarc tae peovle's victory Anc _et me add
tnat 1Z you can accept some mi_itary dua’ity, taen I can accedt a
version of your trinity. I once contrionuted to a Revorxrt on taes
_ssues of 2olitica. Wor< 1in tae Army walca asserted taat
" one of tae Chinese Communist lParty's actirities
1s acalieving tae unity oI the revoluticnary veople, covernment

ané armed Zorces "'’

Sounds trinity-_1<e to me

Z con't know anow you Zee_ anout veople who recuce a_l you aave
tnought anc written to clicaes and apaorisms oUuT 1t lrritates me

_n your case I taink 1T 1s unfortunate taat your trinity nas odeen
—reated as something so f_at, so one-dimensicnal Yes, there arse
reason, Dassion and caance 1n war But 1f one 1cenziZies vassion
wita tae Deop_e, reason wita tae Dpoliticians anc chance wita
military, naow does one account for tae Zact taat taose 1n
vo_itics and taose in the military are, ZIirst anc foremost,
people” And 1f they are people, tanen tThey are susceptio.e toO
passion, especla_-_y 1in time oI war

Clausewitz- WNe’l, you nave zthe advantage oZ knowinc aow my

zrinity will be interpreted. I wou_d certainly oe cisavpeinted
1f my thoucats were simpliZfied because notainc i1n war 1s simo_e
Zt 1s' among the most complex auman endeavors

|
One fina_ poinz. I thin< tae greatest military genius, tae =Zi¢a
Commancer, eventua_-ly becomes The Statesman, the stratecac
tainker wao dursues nat-ional volicy

|



Mao Tanat may be <rue for some »Hut 1n my case - was

simu_taneous.y a military and a polizica. leader No
metamoroiaosis or evo_ution for me Z never separatec tae two
oursuizs and felt tae synthesis of tae Zwo within me

Anc, as _ong as I have your attention, I'cd like to clariZiy
somethincg tha:t will be misunderstood about my military views
Many suveriiciac_ Crizics W1__ opine ~aaz my

cuerri_la/mooi_e/revolutionary approaci O war 1S a Siorz-Term,
cecisive and action-oriented response to damage out not destroy

tne enemy Au concraire. I recommended an approaca taat fits
tae training anc resources and time and place of my army. But
a__ tne cnat-like operations I would p_an were par:t oI a c¢rand
design to wear down anc event-ually annihilate my enemy Z nave

stated taat "The cestruction of the enemy 1s the vprimary oosjec:
of war"?® and I meant it

Let me acc one more conclusion tha:t 1s extremely hard Zor me <o

admat, "Someday zais (guerrilla) caaraczer wi__ deZinitely
become a zthinc to o2e ashamed of and taherefore to be ciscardec out
tocay 1t 1s 1invaluable ancd must oe firmly retainec "** The
cuerril_a movemen: 1as opeen very, very cood to me out I aave o

acknow_edce That 1t 1s a Daase tarouga walCa revo_uTlonary war 1s
Drocrassing

o

So, given your criteria for a military genius, do I cua_ify?

Clausewitz Yes, undoubtedly You <cercain_y have tne
outstancincg 1inte_lec: and outstanding temperament thaz :
cescrinec and your efZorts were undeniaoly focussed on achieving
mi_itary success Your 1deas about using cuerri’’_a tactics anc
mooi_e warfare i1in the service of Revolutionary War were borrowecd
anc successfully app-iec by many otaers Z'd wventure a guess
taat thevy will be influential cecades after you, _ike me, are

cead and gone Now I zaink I need Zo stretca my _ecs

Mao: I've enjoyed zZal<inc with you but, 1f you don't minc my
saying so, reading your materia_ 1is golng to ne a real caa_lence
for me Z will acree with many of your 1iceas, Dvarticu_ar.y tae
ones abcut force and vo_itics In 2938 Z will quoze your " war
1s tae con-inuation of politics " statement out then I'l. acd
taat war 18 po_itics and war itself 1s a volizical action "**
3ut you've cot to acdmit that sometimes your writinc 1s a 21T
obtuse.

Clausewitz: Sorry I dicén'z plan to die so soon anc leave al_
taat unedited stufZ lying arounc



Suddénly, tae tavern door swings open Stancinc 1n tae coorway,
with tae northern wind swirling around aim, a =z-a-l, gaunt andc
oearded centleman with a stovepipe nat veers into the dark room
He ehters and closes the door beixinc aim de spots the two
conversationalists i1n the corner

Stranger Terrio_e nigat. Care 1Z - join you®

[

Apoldcies again (and gratitude) to tae p_aywrigh:t Steve Martin,

whose Dlay, Picasso at the Lavine Acile, encec wita tae
appearance of tae third side of the 20 Century's cultural
triancle- =lvis Apo_ogies should pronansly oe extendecd to

President Abraham “incoln as well
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